STORY BY KEITH COLLIER

Southwestern has been no stranger to ex-
pansion throughout its 100-year history.
As the seminary has grown, buildings have
been constructed to meet the educational
and theological needs of students and fac-
ulty. Each building stands as the product
of the cooperation of Southern Baptists
through the sacrificial giving of men and
women who embraced the vision of train-
ing pastors, teachers, and missionaries for
Gospel ministry.

In 1925, Mrs. George E. Cowden gave the seminary $150,000
in honor of her late husband for the purpose of constructing a
building for sacred music on the campus. “This was a sacrificial be-
quest by a devoted Christian woman at a time when the economy
was in a perilous state,” said seminary historian Robert A. Baker.

Standing on the precipice of the Great Depression, President
L.R. Scarborough and the trustees agreed to use the gift for its
designated purpose and began to secure additional funds to
complete the project. The seminary needed the facility, which
cost $335,000 to build, not only for its music school but also
for offices, classrooms, and a chapel. The building served as the
seminary's chapel until Truett Auditorium was built in the B.H.
Carroll Memorial Building in 1949.

Similarly, Harold and Dottie Riley have given Southwestern a
substantial lead gift toward a new chapel for the next generation
of students at Southwestern.

‘| believe the new chapel will have a great and eternal im-
pact,” said Harold Riley. “I am thankful that God has given me the
resources to contribute toward this specific purpose.”

Riley hopes his gift will serve as a catalyst for additional dona-
tions. “My prayer is that you will be encouraged to join me in giving
to this much-needed facility and the impact that will come from it.

“I sincerely believe the Lord will see the chapel built, and through
the grace of God, we will see the groundbreaking very soon.”

With steel and construction costs plummeting amid current

economic times, local city projects, such as Fort Worth's Western
Heritage Parking Garage, have taken advantage of the opportu-
nity to build for less. If the remaining gifts come in, Southwestern
may also be able to benefit from decreased construction costs.

The new chapel will be a world-class venue for training pas-
tors in expository preaching and a place where the entire seminary
family can come together in worship and celebration. The building
will also house musical performances by the School of Church
Music, such as the annual presentation of Handel's Messiah.

Weekly chapel services are the heartbeat of the seminary and
“the president’s classroom.” President Paige Patterson said in a
letter about the new facility, “In the chapel we will model ‘how
to do church!

“We will teach students how to ‘lift an offering.” We will model
for students how the Word of God is effectively expounded and
applied. In the chapel, we will demonstrate how public prayer
and Bible reading are done properly, and we will participate to-
gether in music honoring God and exalting the Savior. There our
musicians will have the unique opportunity to use their talents
for God."

The Southern Baptists of Texas Convention has contributed
a total of $300,000 to the endeavor for a baptismal pool and
fountain. Seminary students training for ministry in the pastorate
or in missions will have the regular opportunity to use this pool
as they learn the best procedures for baptisms.

Currently, the seminary is unable to hold graduation on cam-
pus due to a lack of adequate seating in Truett Auditorium. The
new chapel will be one of the largest indoor event facilities in
Fort Worth, providing a premier auditorium to serve the campus
family for its gatherings and celebrations as well as the city of Fort
Worth and surrounding communities.

Raising funds for this God-sized task highlights one of South-
ern Baptists greatest strengths—cooperation. As men and wom-
en come together and give sacrificially in support of this endeav-
or, the world will see the incredible way God works through His
people for His glory.

Southwestern asks alumni and friends to pray earnestly about
the part they will have in this glorious undertaking as the semi-
nary continues to train students to preach the word and reach
the world.
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